A NEW PORT ON CARLINGFORD LOUGH – AT WHAT PRICE? 
 

Dear Resident of The Cooley Peninsula, 

A private company has announced plans to build a New Container Port with a Roll-On Roll-Off dock for Heavy Goods Vehicles/Articulated Lorries, at Greenore on Carlingford Lough. The New Port Terminal is to be created by reclaiming over 12 acres of an environmentally protected area of Carlingford Lough. The new site is on the opposite side of Greenore village from the existing port facility. 

The proposed Ro-Ro dock is designed to accommodate 100,000 articulated trucks per annum and the Container Berths for 65,000 containers per annum. 

All residents of the Cooley Peninsula should be fully informed about this proposed development. The scale of the development, if it proceeds, will impact not only on the residents of Greenore but on all residents of the Cooley Peninsula and users of Carlingford Lough. 

Please consider the following;
· The Port’s operations will divert up to 292,000 truck movements per annum onto the pensinsula. (Approx 800 per day) How will this massive increase in HGV traffic affect road users? How will it affect you? 

· How would the huge increase in articulated lorry movements impact on the Tourist Industry? 

· What damage will the construction and operation of the New Port do to the Aquaculture Industry? (70% of Carlingford Lough Oysters are farmed within metres of the proposed development) 

· The development will restrict public access from the shores of Carlingford lough. 

· The applicant is attempting to “fast-track” their application directly to An Bord Pleanala under the new Strategic Infrastructure Act, therefore by-passing Louth County Council. Why? 

· The construction of the proposed new port is not part of the National Spatial Strategy. 

· The Government has already given Cabinet approval for the creation of a massive New Port at Bremore, Balbriggan. This port will have direct access to the M1 motorway and is rail-linked. 

· Warrenpoint Port, a public body, is currently undergoing a £19.60Stg expansion to incorporate a Ro-Ro dock and 2 Container/Bulk berths to facilitate future local commercial growth.  
 

The commercial prosperity of the area and the security and sustainability of the jobs on the pensinsula is of the utmost importance to us all. Future job growth must be in a balanced environment where we use our greatest assets to develop tourism, transport, aquaculture and industry for the benefit of all. Unbalanced development in any single sector is likely to have negative impacts on other sectors. Lets keep heavy concentrations of articulated lorries on safer well planned routes away from our villages and schools to keep all our road users , hauliers, pedestrians and car drivers safer. 

To this end Greenore Residents & Tidy Towns Ltd have created a website on which you will find details of the proposed development and some of its potential impacts. 

It is our responsibility to protect the Peninsula for future generations. The question is for each to decide – What future do you wish for Cooley? 

Whether you support or oppose such a development it is in your interest to log on to www.greenoreresidents.org 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Margaret Hanley
Secretary
Greenore Residents & Tidy Towns Ltd 

